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Problem
How do I convert a Microstation design file to a coverage?

Solution
When converting a design file to a coverage in Arc/Info 7.2, two options exists.
After the initial IGDSARC command is executed successfully, you are asked to define each layer.  Here
you can enter $REST and all remaining layers will be converted, or you can define each layer separately
and only bring across the levels you want.

Arc/Info 8.0 simplifies this operation.  The IGDS to Coverage Wizard in ArcToolBox performs this task.  It
lists the levels available in the design file.  For each level it also lists the element types, colors, line styles
and line weights available.  This allows you to interactively choose how you want each layer defined.

After you define each layer you want to convert, the IGDS to Coverage Wizard allows you to convert the
remaining levels with the default options.  After you specify the output coverage, there is an option to go
ahead and build topology and join the new coverage’s attribute table with the acode table that is created
during the conversion.  Also, before you finish the conversion, a summary is listed to show the user exactly
what processes will take place.


