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What Is It?

“ColdFusion is a rapid application development
system that enables you to integrate browser, server,
and database technologies into your web
applications.”

So…what does this mean?

ColdFusion (CF) is web development
application that allows you to easily build
advanced, complex, and most of all COOL
web pages!



Where Does It Come From?

• Allaire corporation, based in Cambridge,
MA

• First released in 1995
• First Web App Server for WinNT



What Does It Do?

• CF provides a direct link between your web
pages and your RDBMS:
– Data driven pages
– Display data to users
– Connect to databases
– Accept data from users through forms

CF is browser-independent because it is
compiled on the server side (unlike JavaScript
& VBScript).



What ELSE Does It Do?

• Receives & generates email using
SMTP/POP

• File management capabilities
• Supports COM & DCOM objects
• Supports expressions in queries
• Can be managed & administered from a

browser ANYWHERE!



What’s It Made of?

• ColdFusion Application Server
• ColdFusion Administrator
• ColdFusion Studio
• ColdFusion Markup Language (CFML)



CF Application Server

• Runs as a service on the web server
• Runs as a desktop application on Win95
• Processes users’ requests



CF Administrator

• Used to configure application server
options, such as data sources and server
settings



CF Administrator



CF Studio

• A CFML and HTML editor designed
specifically for CF developers

• Rapid development
• Debugging
• NOT WYSIWYG, so you can see tags



CF Studio



CF Markup Language

• Modeled on and similar to HTML
• Signals CF app server to perform operations
• Each tag identifies a specific operation
• Ability to develop custom tags
• All CF tags begin with CF
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Before You Start...

• You should KNOW:
– Web terminology
– Web server characteristics
– HTML tag set and syntax (especially forms)
– SQL
– Database terminology & structure



Before You Start...

• You should HAVE:
– A computer that has:
1) A running web server
2) A text editor
3) A browser
– The ColdFusion Application Server



Let’s Start...

• A simple search form & survey form...



Search Input Page



The Search Result Page



The Survey Input Form



The Survey Result Page



The Survey Email



Why Is DASC Using CF?

• Database Subscriptions
• On-line Request Forms
• Metadata Collection
• Front-end IMS Applications
• Customer Surveys
• Discussion Forums
• In the future:

– Dynamic metadata generation



What CF Is DASC Using?

• PII 333 dual NT 4.0
– Netscape Enterprise Server 3.5.1
– CF Enterprise App Server 4.0

• PII 450 NT 4.0
– CF Studio 4.0



Amber, Where Do I Get It?

• http://www.allaire.com
• 1-888-939-2545
• 30-day trial version
• Government & educational discounts



How Much Is It?

• CF App Server Professional: $1295
• CF App Server Enterprise: $3495

– CF App Server runs on Win95, NT & Solaris
• CF Studio: $395
• CF Forums: $395



How to Contact DASC

• Tel:785-864-3965
• Fax:785-864-5317
• Email: asmith@kgs.ukans.edu
• WWW: http://gisdasc.kgs.ukans.edu


